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Diane (Missert) Wickham ‘67 knew that she wanted to play competitive high school sports.  
However, her options were limited in 1963 as there were many more opportunities in private 
and public schools for male athletes than there were for female athletes. 
  
By a stroke of good fortune, Cardinal O’Hara High School had opened in 1961, two years before 
she would enter high school as a freshman.  COHS had the athletic program that Diane was 
looking for.  Diane took the entrance exam at O’Hara and was accepted.  (This was a bit of a 
surprise to her parents who thought she had taken the entrance exam to Mount St. Mary’s!) 
 
At O’Hara, Diane immersed herself into COHS sports.  She played intramurals all four years.  She 
bowled as a freshman.  She played volleyball for four years.  Diane played badminton for four 
years.  In her freshman year, she and her doubles partner, Jean May-Brett, finished third in the 
county. 
 
Basketball was Diane’s favorite sport.  She was a varsity starter as a sophomore, junior and 
senior.  O’Hara won the diocesan title her sophomore year.  She was co-captain her senior year. 
 
Diane participated in the days before Title IX.  As such, there was little to no recognition for 
female athletes.  There were no league, sectional, state or All-American honors.  Even the 
uniforms provided to female athletes were less than ideal.  They were one piece, short-waisted 
and difficult in which to run and jump.  “Our uniforms were just like our gym clothes,” Diane 
noted, “but they were white with black and gold lettering and numbers, and we wore them with 
pride.” 
 
Diane also excelled in the classroom.  She was awarded a Regents Scholarship and was in the 
Girl’s Honor Athletic Society.  Her class rank was 9th out of 263 students in the Class of 1967.  
She participated in student government and was Sophomore Class Vice-President.  She was in 
Interhigh Student Council as a junior and senior. 
 
As if that wasn’t enough, Diane also participated in Drama Club and Chorus as a junior and 
senior. She was in Mission Club all four years.  She was in Sodality her sophomore through 
senior years.  Diane also participated in God’s Peace Corps as a sophomore and junior. 
 
Diane matriculated to SUNY College at Buffalo where she continued to play basketball. She was 
a starter all four years she played.  She was named captain of the team her senior year. 
 
Diane’s professional career was spent in higher education.  She was Professor of Biology at 
Trocaire College for over 25 years after having taught at SUNY College at Buffalo (1974 – 1988), 
Hilbert College (1973), and Jamestown Community College (1972). 
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